When accompanying the physician during his morning visit to the different wards, the health of residents appeared, upon the whole, generally satisfactory. Several patients were, however, then in the infirmary, labouring under physical disease; one of whom was especially pointed out for my observation, being affected with tetanus of five days continuance. In this afflicted lunatic the symptoms seemed severe ; he was wholly unable to open his mouth, and hence could only take liquids ; the muscles of the neck were rigid, as also those of the body and limbs , indeed, the case appeared altogether of a most unfavourable description. Apparently, this severe malady was produced by exposure to cold during night-time, as the patient had been found lying under his bed quite naked, a few mornings before its commencement, when the temperature was low, whilst the lunatic also seemed at the time very far from being otherwise in robust health. At first, opium and camphor were prescribed, but apparently without benefit. Ether, which had been administered during the preceding twenty-four hours, apparently produced some alleviation of the symptoms; but, although slight, the effect seemed sufficient to encourage a coutmuance of that remedy; nevertheless, the ultimate termination remained very precarious; and, in reply to Dr. Butin 216 , it hence appears, nearly 59 per cent, of the persons attacked died by that disease. Some time previous to its appearance in this asylum, the epidemic had prevailed at Clermont; however, when cholera actually supervened, very few examples remained amongst the 3000 inhabitants of that town. Another fact also deserves notice; viz., no case was reported from a large central prison for females, which almost adjoins the institution on the north-west, notwithstanding it then contained numerous prisoners. Previous to the 26th of June, the asylum remained perfectly free from cholera; but from that date to the 31st of July, or a period of live weeks, during which it existed, all the 127 deaths were reported, patients and attendants included. Afterwards, the malady ceased_ entirely.
In addition to these statements respecting the recent epidemic, it is also instructive to mention that, out of 122 cases carefully noted at the time, 80 commenced during the night; whereas, only 36 attacks began from 11 a.m. to the same hour in the evening. The (To be continued.)
